
A young family in an eerily familiar future-Perth comes to terms with the 
latest addition to their family, a baby girl named Asta. While Asta is the 
child of Stacey and Isak, she is also the bearer of ‘other’ and possibly 
‘edited’ genes. Asta provokes in her mother a fierce desire to protect her 
from the world’s prying eyes, and in her father an imperative to stay as 
far away as he can from anyone who knows him. This is the story of how a 
family deals with parenting outside perceived ‘normal’ guidelines, what 
they do to survive, and how they try to protect their own. Written in 
meditative, poetic prose, the novel evokes a world that is strange while 
seeming familiar, choices we understand even as we resist them, and how 
the ideals of love and motherhood don’t always connect with ethical 
boundaries. 
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1) Author Sofie Laguna says “the most frightening thing about Fauna is 
that it convinces”. Do you agree with this statement and what are 
your reasons? 

2) How are the relationships between Stacey, her husband, and her two 
older children, different from her relationship with Asta? 

3) What is Stacey’s mental health status at the time of Asta’s birth and 
why do you think she has such a longing for another child? 

4) The scenes describing Asta’s actual birth are harrowing, detailing 
more than the natural rigours of childbirth. Stacey watches her 
husband’s reaction to the birth – ‘what horror he is witnessing’ and 
the way he ‘jerks out of the way’. How does this scene prepare us for 
what Asta will become? 

5) What picture in your mind do you have of the way Asta looks? How does 
the author convince us of her strange appearance? 

6) What is the message, if any, about the relationship between science 
and the environment, between nature and nurture and the notion that 
‘just because we can, doesn’t mean we should’? 

7) What are the strongest characters and relationships in this novel and 
how does the writer convince us of their strength? For example, 
Stacey and Asta, Isak and his mother. 

8) What do the children, Emmy and Jake, witness? How are these two 
children affected by their new sister and what do they do to 
include/exclude her? 

9) How has your understanding of motherhood been shaped by what you’ve 
read in this novel? Is Stacey obsessed or is she just being a mother? 

10) ‘How far would you go to save your daughter?’ is the question posed 
on the front cover of this novel. Do you think Stacey goes far 
enough, and why or why not? 
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